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a cycle of floating traditions and legends, which took
varying and independent forms, not only among Jainas
and Buddhists, but among Brahmanists themselves.
The Ram-ckarit-manas of Tulsi Das differs considerably
from Valmiki; so does Kambam's Tamil Ramayana.
The Buddhists have a DaSaratha Jdtaka, which makes
no mention of Ravana. The oldest Prakrit poem of the
Jainas, the PaMmachariya (= Padma-charita) of Vimala
Suri, edited by Prof. Jacobi (Bhavanagar, 1914), and
placed by him in the third century A.D., is yet another
story dealing with the same characters as the Rama-
yana. The Mahabharata, on the other hand, belongs
wholly to North-West India. Panini, Patanjali, and
Amarasimha, who all lived in North-West India,
mention the Mahabharata characters, but never the
Rama^ana characters. Hence there are no Buddhist,
and only slight Jaina, variants of the Mahabharata story.1
Other Poets (1100-1160). At the court of the Ballal
Raja at Dorasamudra at the same time as Nagachandra
were Kanti and Rajaditya.
Kantiis the earliest known Kanarese poetess, and
was of the Jaina faith. " Kanti)J is the name given to
Jaina nuns or female devotees. It is related that the
king, to test her skill, made Nagachandra recite half a
stanza, which Kanti would immediately complete;
somewhat after a fashion recently current in England
of completing "Limericks." A further story, but less
probable, is told of how Nagachandra laid a wager that
he would compel Kanti to eulogise him in verse. To
effect this purpose he pretended to swoon, and feigned
death. When the poetess, struck with sorrow, had
'pronounced on him a panegyric, he sprang up and
claimed to have won his wager.
R$j$ditya, a Jaina of Pavinabage, is remarkable in-
asmuch as he devoted his poetical talents to the elucida-
tion of mathematical subjects. With extraordinary skill
he reduced to verse rules and problems in arithmetic,
mensuration and kindred subjects. His writings are
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